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INFLUENZAL MENINGITIS SERUM.
The Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research,

66th Street and Avenue A,
New York

February 24, 1913.
Dear Dr. Brown:
We have been engaged for some time in the

study of the treatment of influenzal meningitis with
a specific anti-influenzal serum. The effects of the
serum treatment in experimental influenzal menin-
gitis are very satisfactory and we are now prepared
to supplv the serum made in the horse, in moderate
quantities, to a selected number of physicians for
use in human cases. The method of application
is similar to that which is employed in the treat-
ment of epidemic meningitis with the antimenin-
gitis serum-that is, the antiinfluenzal serum is
injected subdurally by lumbar puncture.
Would you kindly inform me whether you would

like to have some of this serum on hand for use
in suitable cases that may arise in your locality?
The serum should, of course, be used only when
a definite bacteriological diagnosis of influenzal
meningitis has been made. It will be necessary,
however, to apply it as early as possible in the
course of the disease in order that good effects may
be hoped for.

In the event that you accept this offer I should
like you to make it known to physicians that you
possess the serum and are willing and able to
apply it in suitable cases. You may recall that
this is the method we pursued originally with the
antimeningitis serum. I wish to stipulate that
copies of the histories of the cases in which the
serum has been used should be returned to me as
promptly as possible. You would, of course, be
free to make any publication of the cases that you
desired.

Yours very truly,
(Signed) SIMON FLEXNER.

Dr. Philip King Brown, 350 Post Street, San
Francisco, Cal.

February 28, 1913.
Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am sure that we shall be more than glad to
have the anti-influenzal serum in San Francisco.
I will be glad to be responsible for the distribu-
tion and -use of the serum according to your direc-
tion, and the supplying to you of full data in each
case in which it is used.

Faithfully yours,
(Signed) PHILIP KING BROWN.

Dr. Simon Flexner, The Rockefeller Institute, 66th
St. and Ave. A., New York.

BOOK REVIBVVS

The Surgical Clinics of John B. Murphy, M. D., at
Mercy Hospital, Chicago. Volume II, Number
1 (February, 1913). Octavo of 179 pages, illus-
trated. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saun-
ders Company, 1913. Published bi-monthly.
Price per year: Paper, $8.00; Cloth, $12.00.

Contents: Open Treatment of Fractures; Ostei-
tis of Femur; Luxation of Semilunar Cartilage;
Floating Cartilage; Fecal Fistula Following Appen-
dectomy; Medicolegal Relations of Physician and
Patient (by Dr. W. C. Woodward); Tuberculosis
of Knee: Arthrodesis (Treatment of Tuberculous
Joints); Paget's Disease: Amputation of Breast;
Acute Appendicitis; Abscess of Neck; Broad Liga-
mnent Abscess: Pyosalpinx; Cerebral Adhesions
(Decompression);, Fracture and Luxation of the
Neck of the Humerus; Laminectomy; Congenital
Pyloric Stenosis; Laminectomy Two Years After
Injury; Hour-Glass Stomach.

Medical Men and the Law. A Modern Treatise on
the Legal- Rights, Dut.es and Liabilities of
Physicians and Surgeons. By Hugh Emmett
Culbertson, Esq., member of the Ohio and
New York Bars; Contributing Editor to many
Legal Publications. Octavo, 325 pages. Cloth,
$3.00 net. Lea & Febiger, Publishers, Philadel-
phia and New York, 1913.

While this volume presents an admirable abstract
of the various statutes regulating the relations of
the practicing physician and his patients, and
though it is very enjoyable reading, there seems to
be no field of practical application for the mass of
information it contains. The reason for this seems
to be, that instead of enunciating a definite code
to which one can refer, the author has derived his
material from the varying and ever complicating
laws of all the states of the Union. This removes
the book from the list of dependable references
wherein one can seek a definite answer, because
what may be the law in Georgia may not be in
conformity with the statutes of Wisconsin, etc.
However, for a good list of concise general defini-
tions, for a rather complete abstract of practically
all the points on which the medical man comes into
contact with law, and for a well-digested broad out-
look over the field 'of medico-legal relationship,
this work is to be regarded as of some value.

G. H. T.

"Theorie and Praxis der Innere Medizin," by Dr.
Erich Kindborg of Bonn, published by S.
Karger, Berlin, 1911.

There have been but two volumes of this work
published. Volume I covers Circulation and Respi-
ration; Volume II (1912) takes up Digestion and
Metabolism. Without attempting to fulfil the task
of estimating the comparative worth of the infor-
mation contained in these volumes, the reviewer
would rather attempt to convey some idea of the
pleasure he has derived from the perusal of these
delightful pages. Firstlv, the scheme of presenta-
tion is like that of no other text-book that the pres-
ent writer has seen. Each subject is introduced
with a brief but comprehensive resume of the em-
bryology, anatomy and physiology of the. organ or
system under consideration. And these short dis-
cussions are complete with regard to all the im-
portant points in each branch; and what is more
to the point, up-to-date in every particular. As a
further means of refreshing the student's memory,
the chemistry of the physiological processes is in-
dicated in a clear and terse manner. Next in order
comes the discussion of the microscopic anatomy
and then the methods of examination and clinical
diagnosis. At this point the diseases are discussed
in the usual order, but even here the guiding mind
of this really great teacher does not take anything
for granted and the pathology of the tissues and
organs is fully yet brightly introduced into the text.
Even this does not complete the sum of the many
thoughtful devices introduced to maintain the won-
derfully complete co-ordination which is the key-
note of Dr. Kindborg's contribution to the field of
text-book compi'lation. Where drug treatment is
mentioned, we are told of the chemistry of the
active principles of the drugs employed. An addi-
tional illustration of the broadness with which the
author has treated his theme lies in his enthusias-
tic advocation of the appropriate surgical measures
in all conditions where they are of advantage. And
these surgical procedures are in turn nQt permitted
to pass till they are descri-bed in a thoroughly com-
prehensive manner. It is to be hoped that the pro-
lixity of the reviewer will not give the impression
that the books are at all verbose. On the contrary,
this text-book is quite a model of concise yet com-
plete exposition and .serves in a way quite new to
us to place in the reader's hand a text-book thor-
ough, painstaking, complete and at the same time
broadminded. There is only one point in the text
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that the reviewer would want to call further atten-
tion to; that -is the discussion of Metabolism. This
author has come out very clearly in placing the
correlated subjects of Thyroid, Adrenal and Hypo-
physis in direct sequence with the metabolic and
trophic diseases of bones, joints and muscles. The
author has clothed this very interesting work in
good, clear, simple, scientific German that greatlv
facilitates its reading for those of us who may not
read that language quite so fluently as would the
German-born student. We shall await with much
interest the arrival of the succeeding volumes of
this most promising system. G. H. T.

NEWS NOTES FROM NEWSPAPERS.
Bakersfield doctors stirred up the district attor-

ney to proceed against a couple of "Chinese doc-
tors" and they were recently convicted and fined
$200 apiece. Good work.
The Stockton State Hospital was the unhappy

recipient of an unwelcome present in the shape of
four cases of smallpox in March.-
A pardon for Dr. W. P. Burke, who was con-

victed of trying to dynamite Lu Etta Smith and is
in San Quentin, has been signed by more than
15,000 persons, it is said. There seems to be a
whole lot of misdirected sympathy going around.

Birth certificates should be sent in within five
days. A good many physicians are forgetting this
and not complying with the law; that is a mistake;
the law is a good law and should be strictly lived
up to. Reform!
At Grass Valley a dog, later found to have

rabies, bit a number of animals, some of them
quite valuable. But it is foolish to muzzle dogs
and kill the strays; very foolislh; let us have rabies.

Dr. Franklin L. Martin, of Chicago, has been
out here on an expedition to organize the "Ameri-
can Royal Institute, or College, of Surgeons," the
latest national Murphy advertising adventure.

Fresno, it is said in the "Republican," has had
16 cases of rabies in human beings since the first
of this year. Nice doggy! It is cruel and inhuman
to muzzle you!

Dr. J. L. Hennemuth, of Modesto, has been ap-
pointed County Health Officer to succeed Dr.
Lappe.

Dr. Frank T. Duncan, San Francisco, was in-
dicted and arrested in March, being accused of
performing an abortion on a Mrs. Dunning.

Dr. J. B. Murphy, of Chicago, principal pro-
moter of the proposed "American' Royal College
of Surgeons," has been visiting in the southern
part of the state.

Berkeley is still suffering from antivaccination-
itis; a petition to the city fathers has been made,
asking that the health board be changed; they are
too fond of vaccination.
A burn from a hot water bottle was the cause

of a suit against the Pomona Valley Hospital
Association for $5,000. The hospital won but a
new trial has been allowed.

Bakersfield has had three cases of epidemic
spinal meningitis in the early part of March.
They occurred in the oil district nearby.

Dr. George E. Tucker, of Riverside, Chairman
of the State Society Committee on Public Policy
and Legislation, is staying in Sacramento during
the session of the legislature. On March 14th,
Dr. Tucker delivered a talk on public health mat-
ters to the citizens of Ukiah.
"Los Angeles the Chemically Pure," is the

title of a most brilliant and entertaining article
in the March number of the "Smart Set." It is
a delicious morsel!
The Travel Study Tour will leave New York

July 3rd, visit a number of places in European
countries and wind up immediately following the
International Congress in London, Atigust 5th to
13th. Full information can be had from Dr.
Richard Kovacs, 236 East 69th Street, New Yolk
City.

Alameda County has decided to have a million
dollar hospital to be located at San Lorenzo.
It is said that 65 architects have undertaken to
compete for the plans.
"Dr." 0. C. Joslen is to have a third trial for

the betrayal of Ethel Williams; the jury disa-
greed at the second trial.

Dr. H. S. Tanner, the starving expert, was just
finishing a "lecture" on electricity, air, etc. (pre-
sumably articles of diet for Tanner), when his
associate in the business of promoting "Normal
Life," "Dr." J. A. Harriman, was arrested for
practicing medicine illegally.

Anti-typhoid treatment is to be administered to
the students of the University of California, as they
may request it. The announcement was made that
the treatments would be begun March 24th, and a
very large number of students immediately filed the
request. Probably, in time, anti-typhoid treatment
will be as much a requirement as vaccination.

Colusa was given the opportunity lo attend a
lecture by Dr. W. A. Sawyer, on "Preventable Dis-
eases," February 12th.
San Francisco is trying to start a war on the

smoke nuisance. It not only is a public nuisance,
but it is a waste of good fuel, if the business man
would only appreciate the fact.
Long Beach physicians have fixed upon a green

St. Andrews cross as their distinctive mark, to be
placed on the front of their automobiles for iden-
tification purposes.
The California Eclectic Medical College, Los An-

geles, dined a dozen of the legislators during the
legislative vacation and devoted their energies to
denouncing the American Medical Association, the
Association of American Medical Colleges and
everybody who wanted to have medical men prop-
erly educated. It must have been an encouraging
banquet-for the twentieth century!
The Sacramento County Society, by resolution,

requested the City Commission to raise the salary
of the city physician from $166 a month to $300 a
month.
The Los Angeles County health officer, Dr. E.

0. Sawyer, is to investigate the islands off the
southern California coast with the object of find-
ing one that would make a suitable quarantine
station for lepers.

In svite of Friedmann's best efforts, cures for
tuberculosis continue to be "discovered." Since he
landed in New York with his own original and only
"cure," the newspapers have announced at least
three others.
Typhoid vaccination (abominable use of the word

"vaccination"!) having been found to be wonder-
fully successful in the Army and Navy, its use is
to be extended to the militia before they go out
for the annual field duty.
The Cancer Research Laboratory of Columbia

University, for which funds were provided by
George Crocker, will be built and in operation be-
fore the end of the year.
Fresno is to have another hospital, this one to

be built by Dr. T. N. Sample; the plans are almost
complete.

It is said that a new "medical" (?) journal is to
be started in Los Angeles, its object being to fight
the licensed schools. It could not be worse than
those already existing there, so let it happen.

Dr. Enloe is to build a hospital on Flume street,
Chico.
Lodi has just created a board of health and, in

another ordinance, fixed penalties for violation of
its rules.

Dr. Hugh Beattie has been reappointed health
officer of Sacramento county.

Oakland (NOT Santa Cruz) is the place
of the Annual Meeting of the State Society,
April 15, 16 and 17, 1913.


